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SPRING MEETING OF THE EPARCHIAL SYNOD OF THE ANTIOCHLAN 
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA HELD ON 
APRIL 3oTH, 2003 

The spring meeting of the Eparchial Synod of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America was held on Wednesday April 3oth, 2003 at the 
Archdiocese Headquarters in Englewood, New Jersey. 

His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, Primate of the Archdiocese, presided. In attendance 
were the Antiochian Bishops of North America: His Grace Bishop ANTOUN, His Grace 
Bishop JOSEPH, His Grace Bishop BASIL, and His Grace Bishop DEMETRI. 

A wide range of important topics were disc~ssed which have impact not only on the 
Antiochian Archdiocese, but also on Orthodoxy in North America. 

Of extreme importance is the status of the detailed work which is being done to finalize 
the details under which the Autonomous Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 
North America will operate. On November 20-22,2002, a joint commission with 
representatives fi-om the Patriarchate of Antioch, and the Antiochian Archdiocese of 
North America met in Geneva, Switzerland to draft the final operational details which 
will govern the Autonomous Archdiocese of North America. The output of this meeting 
was the Geneva Proposal, which was reviewed in detail by the Eparchial Synod. The 
Eparchial Synod approved 99% of this document, and expects the remaining details to be 
addressed without difficulty. 

Another matter of extreme importance which was discussed is the crisis which has been 
created by the illegal, and shameful activities of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem in North 
America. The Patriarchate of Jerusalem has established headquarters in Long Island, 
New York, under the leadership of Archbishop DAMASIUNOS. They have targeted 
locations in North America where well established, and stable Antiochian and Greek 
Orthodox parishes exist, with the express purpose of dividing these parishes through 
recruitment of parish members. Metropolitan PHILIP held a meeting with Archbishop 

"...the disciples werefirst called Christians in Antioch." ACTS 11:26 




