





of Antioch and its link to the universal Church; he represents the
Church of Antioch in relation to other churches, religions and states”

It is therefore in this capacity, especially with respect to the
implementation of decisions taken by the Holy Synod, the highest
authority of our Church, that I invite you to read the abovementioned
articles so that unnecessary juridical polemics are avoided. | would like
to remind you of our conversation about reaching, during the Synod of
October 13-15,2004, a final conclusion to matters related to the status of
your archdiocese. We have an agreement and we remain faithful to this
agreement,

For all these reasons-well known to you-l ask you to officially and
publicly declare that the revised constitution, approved by the Holy
Synod, is the sole and final constitution of your archdiocese. I also ask
you to register, in the immediate future, the abovementioned
constitution with the appropriate civil authorities in the United States
of America and inform me as soon as this registration is completed. (I
am sure that you remember what you have told us about the
registration you did after Pittsburg in order to avoid juridical vacuum).

I would like to invite you to circulate the newly registered constitution
to all of your parishes and to whomsoever is concerned, before "the
forthcoming Assembly in which I shall be pleased to be present. Such
an action will give meaning to my presence in your midst.

Dear Sayyidna Philip,

I have repeatedly atfirmed that we see in you the Antiochian
Patriarchate present in North America. It is needless to say who you are
for us. You are appreciated and this appreciation lies in the depth of the
heart.

May the Lord be with us and in our midst.

Your brother,
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