
From: 
Date: 4 February 2005 9.08:19 PM EST 
To: 
Subject: 2005.01.31 Tarek Mitri: Constitution of the AOCA 

Dear Father, 
Father <N.> sent me a copy of the statement of of January 27 posted on the website of the 
Antiochain Orthoodox Archdioces and which you circulated. 
For your information, and that of your readers, I am sending you attached the two e-mails, and 
the attachment, I sent to the clergy of the archdiocese. I an1 an advisor of Patriarch Ignatius IV 
and those who wrote the acrimonious statement know very well who I am and that I did what the 
Patriarch asked me to do. 
This goes with my best regards, 
Yours in Christ, 

Tarek Mitri 

Your Grace, dear Sayyidna, 

Attached is a copy of the Constitution of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 
of North America approved by the Holy Synod of Antioch in the 37th conciliar session 
held in the Patriarchate, in Damascus October 13-15, 2004. 

His Beatitude Ignatius IV, Patriarch of Antioch and all the East, has asked me to share 
with you this official document, that he signed and published, and which you may not 
have received. You will find it, attached, in English and Arabic. 
You are certainly aware that this document is the culmination of a process begun by the 
request to the Patriarchate of Antioch from her North American archdiocese for 
"autonomy." The Holy Synod of Antioch met 7-10 October 2003 to consider this request 
and responded by passing unanimously a resolution that approved a status of "self- 
rule'bccording to the specifics included in that official resolution. The North American 
archdiocese was asked to propose changes to its constitution consistent with the 
October 2003 Resolution. The said resolution stated (article 8): "The Archdiocese shall 
submit its amended constitution to the Holy Synod of Antioch for approval." 

Following the archdiocesan special convention held in Pittsburgh in July 2003, His 
Eminence Metropolitan Philip submitted to the Patriarch a proposed amended 
constitution. It was discussed during the course of the meeting of the Holy Synod, 
October 13-15, 2004, and the attached revised constitution was unanimously approved. 

This letter goes with every good wish. 

Yours in Christ, 



Your Grace, dear Sayyidna, 

I just read the January 27 message posted on the website of the Antiochian Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North America and signed by the Department of Legal Affairs. 
It is needless to say that as the mentioned e-mail signatory, I did not claim any 
ecclesiastical capacity, nor any other authority. 
I only circulated, at the direction of His Beatitude Patriarch Ignatius IV, an official 
document with the seal of the Patriarchate and the signature of the 
Patriarch. To be sure, making a public document available to you is not a "serious 
intrusion in the affairs of the Archdiocese". 
It remains true that the statement of the Department of Legal Affairs of the North 
American Archdiocese does not change the status of the "North American Constitution 
as approved by the Holy Synod" in Damascus, October 13-14, 2005. 
This goes with my best regards, 
Yours in Christ, 
Tarek Mitri 







THE ARCHDIOCESAN 
CONSTITUTION 

October 13 - 15 2004 

As amended by the SPECIAL 
ARCHDIOCESAN CONVENTION 

Convened in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
July 16 - 18,2004 

And approved by the Holy Synod of 
Antioch in the 37th conciliar sessioil 
Held in the Patriarchate - Damascus 

ARTICLE I 
Jj'dl i ~ k t \  

Section 1. The Name @ .1 *I 
The name of this self-ruled religious i J i ~ U l  &dl a& ti! i)! 
corporation shall be "Antiochian @&Y; & d l  &.&i$Jll +.A2Y111 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan of I i - .. 2 2  
North America". 
Section 2. Authoritv 

A. Legal ;ikWl .2 +I 
This organization derives its legal LiXa1-f 
authority to function as a religious dasl] &$J g,!& . ~4 ;~ ; j  

corporation by virtue of a charter ~JUI dji (p &&J + 
issued pursuant to the provisions of ~ w l  s13v (p lyii 'GUl 
Article 2, Section 1.5, of the 

.d_r,@& L Y g  '2 ' ';CiulJI 
"Religious Corporation Laws" of 
the state of ~ e w  York. 



B. Ecclesiastical 
This Archdiocese derives its 
ecclesiastical authority to function 
as a self-ruling Archdiocese in 
accordance with this constitution 
from the Holy Synod of the 
Apostolic Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch and all the 
East ("Holy Synod") and shall 
constitute one unified ecclesiastical 
Antiochian entity as an Archdiocese 
of the Patriarchate of Antioch. 
Its Primate is a member of said 
Holy Synod and is the duly elected 
h4etropolitan Archbishop 
("Primate", "Metropolitan - 

Section 3. Headquarters 

The headquarters of this 
Archdiocese shall be located in the 
Greater Metropolitan New York 
City area, including northern New 
Jersey. 

Archbishop"), serving tinder a 
canonical Praxis issued by His 
Beatitude, the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarch of Antioch and all the East 
("Patriarch"). 

Section 4. Qualifications for &J - CILLf3jJ;4fl G%> .4 +I 
Metropolitan Archbishop and &&dl &I c ~ ~ ~ l  
Diocesan Bishop 

Candidates for the office of 
Metropolitan Archbishop of this 
Archdiocese and 1 or candidates for 
the office of Diocesan Bishop must 
be celibates and meet the follo\ving 
clualifications: 
A. Metropolitan Archbishop respects, including the possession of 

an earned degree in Orthodox 
( I )  He must be one of the canonical theo!ogy and be a man of piety and 
clergy who IS qual~iied 111 all good character. 



(2) He must be fluent in the 
English language and liave a good 
~vorking knowledge of the Arabic 
language. 

( 3 )  He inust be at least thirty-three 
(33)  years of age. 

(4) He must be physically and 
mentally sound. 
(5) He must have been in 
accordance with the statutes of the 
Patriarchate of Antioch, a meinber 
of the clergy of the Patriarchate for 
five years, and have served some 
time, as a clergyinan in the 
Archdiocese. 



B. Diocesan Bishop 

( I )  He inust be one of the canonical 
clergy who is qualified in all 
respects. including the possession of 
an earned degree in Orthodox 
theology and be a man of piety and 
good character. 

(2) He inust be fluent in the English 
language and have a knowledge of 
the Arabic language. 

(3) He must be at least thirty-three 
(33) years of age. 

(4) He must be physically and 
mentally sound. 

( 5 )  He must have been in 
accordance with the statutes of the 
Patriarchate of Antioch. a member 

Section 5. Nomination and 
Election Procedures Upon 
Vacancy of Metropolitan See 
A. Immediately upon the vacancy 
of the Metropolitan See, either by 
death, disability or retirement, the 
Archdiocesan Synod and the 
Archdiocesan Board of Trustees 
shall inform officially in writing the 
Patriarch of the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch and all the 

Upon any such happening, the 
Senior Bishop present, together 
with the Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees and/or the 
Treasurer and/or the Chancellor 
shall seal important rooms at the 
Archdiocese headquarters. and 
;nake a recsrd of sa;ne, signed by 
all present. (Thereafter. all 

of the clergy of the Patriarchate for 
five years, and have served some 
time, as a clergyman in the 
Archdiocese. 

East and appropriate civil and 
ecclesiastical authorities. 

properties or investments registered 
in the name of the Metropolitan 
Archbishop shall become the 
property of the Archdiocese). The 
Senior Diocesan Bishop and the 
Archdiocesan Synod will, with the 
members of the Archdiocesan 

" r C C l l m P  Bsa:c! cf Trustees, LLaaLLzxxu  



responsibility for the administration 
of the Metropolitan See. 
+ii; t, ?d".dl-'d\ ?$ Ai .+ 

>i/, +*PI &J 
..+ ..UI Jwl 2 3 d 1  

q> 'i+L22l 5-p 2 + d l  
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B. The duties and functions 
assigned to the Senior Diocesan 
Bishop in Sections 5A, C and D 
shall cease to be performed by him 
and shall be performed by the 
Patriarchal Vicar appointed by the 

C. Within a period of sixty (60) 
days after the vacancy of the 
Metropolitan See, the Senior 
Diocesan Bishop and the 
Archdiocesan Synod together with 
the Archdiocesan Board of 
Trustees, shall call a Special 
Convention, which must be held on 
or before the expiration of thirty 
(30) days of the date of call, for the 
nomination and election of 
candidates for the position of 

D. (1) The Senior Diocesan Bishop, 
and the Archdiocesail Synod in 
agreement w-ith the Archdiocesail 
Board of Trustees, shall prepare a 
list containing all the names of 
worthy clergymen who are qualified 
for nomination as per the list of 
nominees kept in the records of the 
Patriarchate and the Holy Synod, 
and including the names of those 

(2) The delegates attending such 
Convention shall select, by secret 
ballot, three candidates from such 
list. Each delegate shall be entitled 
to one vote. The three clergymen 
m i t n  the highest number of votes of 

Patriarch of Antioch upon 
assumption of his d~~ t i e s .  
li. L& i . ~ 9 ~  -91 &+ 4 .+ 
& & 41 '$-%+JJl JAAi d3-3 
2 L d l  &$ 'ig,UI d2& 

.+I lh & 4 E~ i ?U~I  ji;; 

Metropolitan Archbishop by secret 
ballot. 

J+ & C-a* (60) ir,iL +-I& .E 
+LV l  &I 9% 'c-u12gg\ &dJ5 

&g G ~ J  -3 LL_, p k l  
++ J! (&I &I) G2Y! &I 
L* (30) &X +MI & b~ + i . ~  

*A\ &A! cbgc.d\ Qji; & 
'&$-p9$\ ( +Ah\ + u y  

.L.AI ';i;;;~k~ &, 
qualified under Section 4 of this 
Article. 

LLJ @VI *y\ &u\ & (1) .J 

+LA/ y Jsy& +*".dl -9 
+L& a h  (&JI  *I) &.A2y\ 

2 + d l  +x $91 
b &9 'Pa1 4 1 - 9  U29J 
L>$ 4 919 &I +L\ 

, b ~ u \  bh & cl>l +\ 
the general assembly shall 
thereupon be designated as 
candidates. 



.b13 Ly-4 'J3L &! .La\ b h  
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(3) Immediately, thereafter, the 
names of the candidates for the 
office of Metropolitan Archbishop, 
shall be submitted to the Synod of 
the Archdiocese which will certify 
the results of the liomination and 
submit the names of the candidates 
to the Holy Synod, who will, within 
forty days of submittal, elect one of 
the nominees to be the Metropolitan 
Archbishop of the Archdiocese. 
Section 6. Nomination and 
Election of Diocesan Bishops 

A Diocesan Bishop shall be 
nominated and elected in the 
following manner: 

A. The Metropolitan Archbishop is 
agreement with the Archdiocesan 
Synod and the Archdiocesan Board 
of Trustees, shall prepare a list 
containing the names of the worthy 
clergymen who are qualified for 
nomination as per the list of 
nominees kept in the records of the 
Patriarchate and the Holy Synod 
and mentioning the names of those 
qualified under Section 4B of this 
Article, and a copy of this list shall 

B. A General Convention, or a 
Special Convention called for that 
purpose by the Metropolitan 
Archbishop, shall, from a list 
provided for in accordance with 
Section 6A above. nominate, by 
secret ballot, three (3) candidates 
for tho office of Diocesan bishop. 
Each deiegare siiaii be enriried ro 

be included in the call for the 
Convention. 

one vote times the number of 
offices to be filled and each of such 
votes must be for a different 
candidate. The entire list of 
candidates shall be submitted to the 
Archdiocesan Synod with the 
candidate's respective number of 
votes received. When Diocesan 
Assembiies shaii be consriruied, the 



nolninalions shall then be made by ijY j+ ';+Ul +Aid 
said Assemblies. G'G ?.G p L  ed+G J~ '+A 
t&tQi A_) - IT-UJ*9pJl y+ .+ A& y ;L.tu*Yl p bJ! 4& &pJl 
. d ~ i k  ,, =p & J! ~ .+ & @L ,$I &I~-YI 
4 i ;s r l i  @$Y& &+' (3) &$I + cl*% +Asa. 
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place for the electoral assembly and 
shall preside over it. 

C. The Electoral Board of Diocesan 
Bishops is constituted of the 
Metropolitan - Archbishop with the 
Diocesail Bishops and the Auxiliary 
Bishop 
D. Where one Diocesan Bishop is lo 
be elected, the Electoral Board shall 
elect, by a majority vote, from the 
three candidates receiving the 
highest number of votes of the 
Cenve~tion. With respect to !he 
election of additional Diocesan 
Bishops at the same time, the 
Electoral Board may elect, by a 
majority vote, from the entire list of 
nominees. Such election(s) shall 
occur within 40 days thereafter. The 
Metropolitan Archbishop of this 
Archdiocese shall set the time and 

Section 7. Consecration of 
Metropolitan andlor Diocesan 
Bishop 

A. 'The consecration of the 
Metropolitan Archbishop shall take 
place at the Patriarchal Cathedral in 
Damascus by the laying on of ha~rds 
of the Patriarch. and the n~embers of' 

the Holy Synod. His enthronement 
(installation) shall take place at the 
Cathedral of the Archdiocese. 

B. The consecration of Diocesan 
Bishops shall take place at the 
Patriarchal Cathedral in Damascus 
by the laying on ot' hands of the 
Patriarch and the meinbers of the 



Holy Synod. Their enthronement q_llt=ls .*J p ~ q $ i l  ;ijjlJ4iYI 2 
(installation) shall take place at the .G29\ L+IJSK 2 & . .. 
Cathedral of their diocese. 

ARTICLE I1 
MEMBERSHIP AND 

JURISDICTION 

Section 1. This Archdiocese 
consists of all dioceses, churches, 
missions, parishes, monasteries, 
departments, agencies, orders, 
societies and committees in North 
America ("units") heretofore or 
hereafter established by the 
Archdiocese of North America. 
Section 2. This Archdiocese shall 
remain one unified Antiochian 
entity as an Archdiocese of the 
Patriarchate of Antioch and may not 
be divided except if Orthodox unity 
in North America is implemented 
by decision of the Antiocl~ian Holy 

Section 3. Upon the dissolution or 
separation from the Archdiocese of 
any unit, the assets and property 
shall revert to the Archdiocese. No 
real property of any unit may be 
sold or mortgaged without the 
express written approval of the 
Metropolitan Archbishop and no 
assets in excess of $ 100,000 (one 
hundred thousand dollars) of any 
unit may be sold or mortgaged 
without the express written 
Section 4. Any provision of the 
Constitution of any unit of this 
Archdiocese that is in any \\ay 
inconsistent with. or in conflict ni th  
any provisiori of this Constitution 

Synod and of the Orthodox 
Churches concerned. & .. *Yl o h  & -2 I;tfl 
~ k y i  ,$I +i2i \i9 
ihJ\ ~5% \iJ Yj Y 
( j4  J\$ qu! 631 2 &-&L$~YI 
&W13 @a\ ~ % Y I  +I 

.&J\ +i>jY\ 
approval of the Metropolitail 
Archbishop. 
+& &i JLAI ,i ~ U I  &d .3 +I 
+A\ lh C L J ~  J+ &LXk\ 

*2 ,I p+ Y .++YI j j  &hi, 4 

shall cause said provision of the 
unit Constitution to be deemed void 
and of no effect. .. / 

& j+ GI J+J J , ~  &4 L J L  A+' -4 +! 
& ,d,...G LL+, "9 .. x Y 1  itia 



ARTICLE 111 
PURPOSES 

Section 1. The purpose of the 
Archdiocese is the pastoral care of 
the Antiochian Orthodox people of 
North America. It maintains 
spiritual unity, coordinates religious 
work or activity, and promotes 
collaboration and closer relations 
wit11 the governing and advisory 
bodies of other Orthodox Christian 
Jurisdictions in the territory 
hereinbefore mentioned, with the 
intent of propagating, practicing and 
forever perpetuating religious 
worship, services, ministrations, 
sacraments, and teachings in full 
accord and unity with the doctrine, 
rules, ritual, canon law, faith, 
practice, discipline, traditions and 

Section 2. In fulfilling the purpose 
set forth in Section 1, of this 
Article, to exercise governing and 
advisory authority over all the 
component divisions of this 
Archdiocese hereinbefore 
mentioned. 

ARTICLE IV 
GOVERNMENT 

usages of the Orthodox Christian 
Church. 

Section 1. The governing code for 
this Archdiocese shall be the Holy 
Scripture. Sacred Tradition. Holy 



Canons, the Constitution of the I>&\ &$*91 bJG -1 +\ 
Church of Antioch and the 'L.iJd\ @I, 'Wid\ ‘&fill J\ 
Constitution of the Archdiocese as 'G&j j+~> L~A\ t@13 
approved by the Holy Synod of &kaalI &&A4 j+~3 

Antioch. 
&lJl LLdI 

Section 2. The Archdiocesan 
Synod comprised of the 
Metropolitan Archbishop and the 
Diocesan Bishops shall be the 
governing ecclesiastical authority of 
the Archdiocese. The Metropolitan 
Archbishop shall preside over the 
Archdiocesan Synod. The Synod 
shall determine the number of 
dioceses, their boundaries, and the 
respective diocese(s) andlor area of 
responsibility of each bishop. It 
shall also determine all matters of 

hierarchical discipline of bishops of 
the Archdiocese. 

d + I  '2+i2Yl y+4 i~! .2 +I 
Gcwi, ' ~ L Y I  4, - i-._uf%,+JI 
j UUI 2+,slI Wl y% '&*Yl 
6. 

&J - + ! J % + ' J J  pi2 .2+iJ?$t~ 
JS JW G2k1 y+4 'GL~I 
Lp4  "& to, ' L A J , ~ ~  'ij+kl 

h i  ~'4 .&I JS qg+ ;$I+ ,I/, 
.&$2Y~ a ~ i  -ii &L & 

Section 3. The decisions of the &k +*$tl 41 &lJ1j -3 d;?l 
Archdiocesan Synod inay be ,dl >U~I 41 ?to\ b . h i ~ X  
appealed to the Patriarch and Holy :p% 2 .. &dl .. 694 qyl 
Synod of Antioch who shall be the 
final judge on the matter. 

Section 4. All administrative 
authority is vested in the I I JS L .4 +l 
Metropolitan Archbishop and the &, t a t k l  &j - @ 2 3 9 4  
Archdiocesan Board of Trustees as L 3, (&I &I) ~ ~ 5 1 1  
hereinafter provided. .;-! &, .t.L 

Section 5. All legislative authority 
is vested in the General Convention Jiiy+ 2 - 9 1  U l  & LG *5 @I 
of the Archdiocese as approved by -- +J2,9\ & J L  + ?MI i+d2Yl 
the Metropolitan Archbishop and by . & ~ Y I  41, 'GL~\ 
the Archdiocesan Synod. 



Section 6. The decisions of the 
Holy Syilod of Aiitioch shall be 
binding on the Archdiocese on 
matters of doctrine, liturgy, 
sacraments, relations with 
autocephalous Orthodox Churches 
and ecumenical policy with regard 
to other Christian and non-Christian 
bodies. 

ARTICLE V in the time, place or bid therefore 
shall be valid. 

MEETINGS 

Section 1. The General Convention 
shall be held biennially within the 
last twelve days in July at a location 
set by the General Convention at its 
meeting four years preceding its 
determination. In the event of an 
emergency or circumstances which 
in the discretion of the Metropolitan 
Archbishop and the Board of 
Trustees justify the postponement 
or a change in the time, place or 
bidding for a future convention, 
such postponement and/or change 

Section 2. Special Convention 

A. The Metropolitan Archbishop 
may call a Special Convention at 
any time he deems it necessary and 
advisable. 
B. Upon a petition by a two-thirds 
(213) majority of Diocesan Bishops 
or of parishes of the Archdiocese in 
good standing to the Metropolitan 
Archbishop and the Board of 
Fl'rustees for a speclal convent~on, 

the Metropolitan Archbishop and 
the Board of 'Trustees shall call a 
special convention. 

C. The time and place of such 
convention shall be fixed by those 
responsible for calling such 
convention. 

&%'dl $@\ -2 @ I  






























