








Aleppo, and Bishop Elias Najm. Throughout these sessions,
Metropolitan Philip emphasized the organic nature and
interaction of the clergy and laity in his Archdiocese, and
the goal of the work of the Archdiocesan departments in
the establishment of a strong vision of Orthodoxy in
America,

On Tuesday, October 12, the Holy Synod opened its
session with a report by His Beatitude on his recent visil
to the ¢hureh and the government of Greece, His
Eminence joined the Holy Synod in the afternoon session,
after having visited the Presidential Palace to meet with
the President of Syria, Dr. Bashar Al-Assad. The visit lasted
almost an hour, President Al-Assad repeated his apprecia-
tion and thanks for the leadership of His Eminence in
North America. He said that he was aware of the cultural
and religious diversities in the West, and invited his
special guest to realize the diversity which is in Syria,
where all Christians and Muslims are bonded together in
one society. He emphasized this harmony, which is not
limited to creed or faith. He thanked His Eminence for the
noble positions he has taken, for his role in gathering the
Arab-Americans, and for his desire 1o see the Holy Synod
dealing with vital issues which arve felt by the people in the
Middle East.

The halance of the day was spent discussing various
ideas and regulations which are essential to the
Antiochians on the American Continent, The Holy Synod
continued its deliberation on Wednesday, October 13, and
established a Commiitee to study the revised constitution
of the self-ruled Antiochian Archdiocese of North America.
On Thursday, Oct. 14, the Holy Synod approved the
Constitution with the following significant changes:

1. The election of Diccesan Bishops will be conducted
by the Archdiocese Council of Bishops, with the
participation of only the Metropolitan and the
Dincesan Bishops of the Archdiocese; and,

2. The consecration of Diocesan Bishops will be held
at the Patriarchal Cathedral in Damascus, Syria.

There was comprehensive and unanimous support for
this final approval of the amended constitution; it was
hailed by both religious and civie leaders. In a special
dinner with General Nassif late Thursday night, at a
restaurant in Mount Kassioun, the accomplishment was
recognized as the crown of the vision of our Metropolitan
and his untiring leadership to secure the blueprint of sell-
rule for the Archdiocese in North America.

On Friday, October 15, the new Interior Minister of
Syria, General Ghazi Kanaan, paid Metropolitan Philip a
visit at his suite. Later in the afternoon there was a

farewell meeting between the Patriarch and the
Metropolitan and his delegation. The Patriarch thanked
His Eminence lor his participation and vital eontribution
to the Synodal meeting and said that he looks for the
beginning of more action and interaction of the work of
Antiochian Orthodoxy in North America. Though we have
many Archdioceses in the Patriarchate of Antioch, the
Antiochian Archdiocese of North America expresses the
entire patriarchate in America. His Eminence extended an
invitation to His Beatitude to preside over the 47th
General Convention of the Archdiocese, which is
scheduled to be held from July 24 through 31, 2005 and
hosted by St. George Church of Troy, ML

Metropolitan Philip and his delegation left Damascus
for Lebanon on Saturday, October 16, to begin another
interesting and inspiring visit. During his five-day visit to
Lebanon, the following were important highlights:

s A Luncheon at the Auberge, in Shiura, Lebanon,
Saturday, October 16, hosted by Metropolitan
Spiridon of Zahle and Bishop Niphon, the represen-
tative of the Antiochian Patriarchate in Moscow, At
night he was a guest at the home of Mrs, Violet
Khalife,

® (In Sunday, October 17, His Eminence visited his
brother Nassif and his nieces and nephews, in his
hometown, Shreen, Lebanomn;

» (n Monday, October 18, His Eminence and his
delegation visited the President of Lebanon,
General Emile Lahoud, at the Presidential Palace,
His Eminence expressed the congratulations and
the good wishes of his spiritual children in the US
to the President on the oceasion of the extension of
his presidential term, and his hope that the
President will continue to guide the country in this
most critical stage in the history of Lebanon and
the region. The discussion focused on the Security
Council Resolution #1559, President Lahoud
thanked His Eminence for the creative role the
Archdioeese plays in the political life of the United
States of America. Later on, he visited with the
Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Issam Faris, who enjoys
a tremendous respect by all political orientations
and parties in Lebanon;

e Monday night there was a dinner at Le Royal of
Beirut, hosted by Dr. Ghassan and Mayssam Skaff,
in honor of Metropolitan Philip, with some 10{-
people, including many deputy members and
ministers, and the media who responded to this
invitation. Dr. Skaff welcomed His Eminence and
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self-rule

Top phaio, rom left to mght: Mefopolton Philip ond hes delegafion mest with Dr. Boshar Al-Assod
President of Syrin. Bofiom phoin, of the Polriorchale, from fight fo lefl: Adib Forho, Fr Joseph
Aniypas. Dr. George Forma, Fowoz B-Khoury, Tony Koury, and Waiid Kholife

* (On Tuesday night, October 19, His Eminence and his delegation attended a special concert and dinner at Villa Andi,
hosted by May and Ravmond Andi. Bishop Niphon presented May with the distinguished “Saint Olga” medal, on behalf
of His Beatitude Alexd 11, Patriarch of Moscow and all Russia. It was 2 memorable evening, indeed;

his delegation, and Mr. Fuad
Daboul. Editor-in-Chiefl of Al-
Amwar newspapet, spoke
eloquently about the
Metropolitan, not just a simple
hierarch, but a catalyst who
brought the Arab-Americans
together under his banner. In
response to both, Metropolitan
Philip thanked his hosts and the
audience and urged all the
Lebanese to be supportive of
their government and President
and to become active working for
their couniry;

On Tuesday, October 19, His
Eminence and his delegation had
luncheon at the home of the
former President Elias & Mona
Hirawi, in the presence of
Metropolitan Spiridon of Zahle,
Bishop Niphon, the Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr. Issam Faris, and
former Deputy Foreign Minister,
Mr. Fuad Turk. President Hirawi
recalled the warm hospitality
which was extended to him by
our Metropolitan during Mr.
Hirawi's visit to the United States;

» On Wednesday, October 20, there was a Luncheon at the Archdiocese of Beirul headquarters, which brought together
the Patriarch of Antioch, Ignatius IV, Metropolitans Elias of Beirut, Elias of Tripoli, and George of Mt. Lebanon, Dr. Elie
Salem, President of the University of Balamand, Dr, Joseph Hazim, and Mr. Albert Laham, with His Eminence
Metropolitan Philip and his delegation. It was a farewell Luncheon, with wishes lor a safe journey back home;

* The last “supper” was at the home of Mike and Yola Muffarij, which brought many notable guests together. Mike is the
brother of Archimandrite Rafeek Muffarij, one of the candidates to the office of a diocesan bishop of our Archdiocese;

» During his five-day stay in Lebanon, His Eminence had a few encounters with TV and the press. He had a TV interview
at NBN, with host Adib Farha on Monday, October 18th. On Tuesday a full page interview appeared in Al-Diyyar news-
paper. Metropolitan Philip was also interviewed on LBC's Naharkom Saeed, with the famous hostess, Mae Shiddyac.
Throughout these interviews, the media was interested in the Metropolitan’s views concerning Resolution #1558, the
role of the Arab-American in the forthcoming presidential election, the extension of President Lahoud's term,
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Christian Zionism in the USA,
and the concerns that relate to
the questions of the sell-ruling
status of the Antiochian
Archdiocese of North America.

On Thursday, October 21st,
Metropolitan Philip and his
delegation departed from Beirut
[nternational Airport, with many
cherished memaories and greal
accomplishments. At the VIP
lounge, Metropolitan Elias of
Beirut, Metropolitan Spiridon of
Zahle, and Bishop Niphon were
present, along with officials,
Family members, and friends. We
landed at NFK that afternoon at
4:40 PM.

Throughout this historic trip,
the members of the delegation
thanked our beloved Metropolitan
for his outstanding leadership.
They spared nothing in providing
support to His Eminence through-
out the journey, We thank God for
his leadership and pray that God
will grant him many vears.

BY VERY REV. JOSEPH ANTYPAS
Father Jfoseph Andypes (s postor of SL
George Chaerely, Trog ME,
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Closed Chalice

One of the most difficult and sensitive areas that our elergy must deal with when
non-Orthodox attend the Divine Liturgy is the “closed chalice.” This refers to the
teaching and practice of the Orthodox Church worldwide that only Orthodox
Christians may partake of the Eucharist (or any sacrament for that matter) at our
worship services. It is a simple concept, but one that seems to cause a lot of strife.
There are two basic reasons for this: 1) Visitors from Protestant denominations are
often used to open chalices where anyone is allowed (o come to Communion, This
author has observed a Protestant chapel service where the pastor stated that Jesus
gave His Body and Blood not to a denomination, but to His diseiples. Thus, anvone
who felt called to the chalice was welcomed. You could be a Mormon, Catholic,
Protestant, ete. and still come o communion at this Protestant chapel; 2) The
Roman Catholic Church (Latins, Melkites, and Maronites) teaches that, in a situa-
tion where no Roman Catholic Church is present (unheard of in this country) and/or
in cases of extreme and dire emergency where no Roman Catholic priest is available
(again, not likely in this country), one can seek out the Orthodox sacraments if they
fieel it is absolutely necessary. This has led to the misconception amongst the Roman
Catholics that one can commune from the Orthodox chalice anyviime they visit an
Orthodox Christian Church. Let's quickly remind ourselves why these examples are
incorrect and then elaborate a unique approach to explaining our closed chalice to
the non-Orthodox.

Eucharistic communion is an act of theological and ecclesiological union, Many
bishops and priests have written on this subject’, and the varions authors all say the
same thing: Eucharistic communion is not the path to, but the fruit of, the Orthodox
Church's ecumenical work, For two church bodies to commune together means that
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