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Fa>I-..z ElI\houJy, 1llel1l00:s olllle An;hd~BoanI olTrustees. Mille
VIP Lou•• Metropolitan PaIlI Saliba III Austnlia,lP~"oIflCAIs,
l!le media. and friMds~ Hm Eminence. In a spt.ciaI inlef\iew

"".....·,>,Gllar ~)leuopoIiWI Ph~ipsaid he was: -opei=." In
~thms. We hr.-e ot.tam.d a i1e1l'.nilin& SWlB on Otsober Ikh, 2003,
and lhe Ardldiocelle IlId~ unanimou!oly the Constilulion by the
GenInI ,welllblyolthe Spfcial~tion in Piusburgh on oNly 16t1l,
2004. I haYe no doubt thM, in the wisdoIll olour belo:M!d Palmn:h
lywiu$I\' and his leadership, and the i<M! orlhe brethren, members of
the Holy S)'Md, eYel)thing "iU be tine.•

From Ileirol., Metropolitan !'hilip and his dtlegation tl1l,~1ed by ear
to Damascus, Syria.. At tbe D~U!) SIl('l'lIIon, he was wamtly recen'Cd
b)' MclropolilM .~ia of llama and MetropoliLalI George of 1I0n\5. On
!nday, Ocl(l~r 3th, lIis Eminence receiVl,."I.l mall,l' religious al\d ci\ic lead·
ers ill his sulle, lied~ "ilh marl)' Metropolitans and Ilish<;>p$ the
important changes that ""ere made to 1M new re'oised Constitution ofOIl!

Arehd~. The&l~ """ warm and friendly. 'nlrougIoot U­
~ it ..clear l.hat the roou ollhe An:hdiorese are lltiD boIllled
~blt~ Yrith tile moWr chun:h. On Saturday, Ocwber 9th, there
QS a wamI nltlinll d.1l1s Elninence ..ith His Ilealirude Palrian;h
~ l\'lllhe Pa1riarl::hate headquan.en, while the lIll'IIIlJenol'lhe
dl*ptioll_ p.'ftI. a lOUr ollhe~ and llle Calhednl, trrhieh
1Ii'U I"fl$UIfed in l86i. Bact aI. the Sber.IlM,lhe~ and his
dekption ..~ the pll'StS or !he~ II. Dr.~ FwtIa, )k Adlb
Farha, ..110 is one urIne adli!Ien of the~ Prime i1~, Mr.
KafIC Karin.

On Sa1urt\lo. eWIling, MeIropOlltan l'bUip ,isiItd a key figure in the
S)"w, GoYernment, General Mohammed N~r, This "'as llIl oppo>rtunlty
to diKOloer the tremendous llPP~iatlon oIlhe S)TialI Go\oenunent f()l'
the hUlllllnitarial', S11irilUllllllld national Sla.ndpoints 01 our primate ill
North Amerlea. 'IlIB Mctropolila.l, and his delegation attended tile Divine
LJturgy at AI·Mariamiah Cathalral on Su",tay, October 10, !'ollO"ing thll
lIef\ices, luncl\eon ",as ser.'ed at the Palriarchal banquet room. [)Pring
the Uturgy, Ilis llealitude talked about the pthering of the 8ishops in
the Iort/lcom~ Holy S)-nod _iJl&.lle emphasized the role of the
Ghun:h lIS 10 1tf\'C the pwpIe and Iflinisler 10 the net'<B 01 rulW'e genen­
~ Heelllphasized the role olthe hienn:lt5l1!l expo ","«the _

olfailJl. Ull.e the}tuslims..-ba t'I.lIJfea their faith ill the name ol'AIIah,

tile illdCiful &Ild !be Wi'" "Mlate; Orthodol Christians~ ...
\emI '-10 pn::Ie!lI their faith ill God, ..itJloulllesilation or dilllc:ubies,
to C'.IjII'eI5 the Cr-etd aro1 the Lord'1~, -.iLIl_ -.nI. Wer lhat
"''I!IIinIllis EmineIIce mel. _itII M.t aro1 /lIrs. Geofxe !'iasMnii,
reprelIeIlting the CommiUl'e..-tUcb __ the Rome 01 Orphans aro1
Stnior Citizens 01 St. GretM", and pied«Jed 130,000 lOr this 1lOJrthY and
IllOfiI needtd~L

On Monday, October II, Metropolilalll'blilp had a pm-ate audience
"ith tlte htriarch to prepare for lhe meeting. lle also had meetings "'Il./\
tile MClI,lpolitilllS of 8rnr.i], llama, tloms. Atgellllna, Mexico, Austrdlla,



,\lepl'O, and Bishop ~:Iia.~ N'\im. Throughout these se~SiOIlS,

~le1l"O\lOlitan Philip emphasired the vrganic nature aIld
interaction of the c1erg)' ILIld laity in his Arehdi<Jcese, and
the goal of the wlll'l, of the An:hdiocesan departmenl.'! in
the ~'Slabli~hment of a strong vision of Orthodoxy in--On 1\tesda)', October 12, the lIoly S)TlOd opened its
'leMion "ith a n.'])I)rt by His Ileautude on his ru«nt >isit
to the chun:h and the government of Greece, llis
f;minence joined the Holy S}'nOO in the aftenloon !leSSion,
alter ha'ing ,i.~ited Ihe l're<identiall'a1ac<l to meet with
the l'resident or S)Tia, Dr. Basilar AI-Assad. The visit lasted
almoM an hour. lmident AI-Assad repeated his appreda­
tion and tltanks for the leadersttip of lIis Eminence in
North America. lie said that he was aware or the eultural
and religious di\-ersities in the~, and imited his
spatial gnest to ~alize tile di\1l<sit)' wttich is in S)Tia,
where all Chri¢iall.'l and Muslims are lx>nrled together in
one society. lie empllasized this harmony, .....hich is not
limited to creed or faith. lie thanked His .:minence ror the
noble positions Ile ha.~ Ulken, for his role in gathering the
Arab-Amc~am, and for his desire to see Ihe Holy Synod
dealing "ith \'ital issues which are felt by the poople in the
.\tiddle b\.t

The balance of the day wa.~ spent discussing ><Iriou.~

ideas and regulations which are essential to lhe
Antiochiart~ on the American Continent The 11(1)' S)-l1od
continued its delil!eration on Wednesday, October 13, and
esUlhli.<;ht.'<I a Commillee to slOOy the mised col1.'ltitution
of the self-ruled Amiochian An:hdiocese of r.'orth America.
On Thursday, Oct 14, the 11(1)' S)'IIod approved the
Constit.ution "ith the follO\l-ing significant chang<)S:

l. The election of Diocesan Bishops "ill be conducted
by the Arehdi<Jcese Council or Bishops, "ith the
participat.ion of only the Metropolitan and the
[)ioc~ Bi~hops ofthe Archdiocese, and,

2, The consecration of Diocesan Bishops "ill be held
at the I'atriarchal Cathedral in Damascus, S)Tia.

There "1L~ comprehensi\-e and unanimous support for
this final appl'O\<l! of the amended constitution; it was
hailed by boIh rt!ligious anI! ci,ic leademln a ~ial
dillllCr "itl> General Nassif late Thursday night, at a
restaurant in Moont Kassioun, the SCOOlllplistuuelll was
recognired as the crown ofthe >ision or 011' Met<'OllOlitan
and his untiring leadersl\ip 10 secure the blueprint ofself­
rule for the An:hdiocese in North America.

On Friday, October 15, tile new Interior Minisler or
Syria, Genernl Ghazi Kansan, paid Metropolitan Philip a
vi~it at his suite. Later in the afternoon thero "1LU

farmwllillcding between the l'alriarch and the
MetTlljlOliUln alld his del~tion. The Patriarch thanked
lIis Eminence ror his participation allll ,ital contribution
10 the S)-TIodaI meeting and said that he looks for the
beginning of more action and interaction of the work of
Antiochian Orthodo'J' in t.'orth Arnerka. Though we ha>-e
many Archdioceses in the Palr1an:hate orAntioch, the
Antiochian Archdioee$e of North America exJ)l\'SIIe'lthe
entire patrian:Mte in America, lIis Eminence extended an
invitation W His Ileatitude wpreside over the 47th
Genel'1ll Con>"I!ntion of the AreMioceie, which i'l
8ChedUIed to be held from July 24 through 31, 2005 and
Ilosted 1»' Sl Gellrge Cl>urch ofTnly, ~1I.

Metropolitan Philip and his del~tionlen Damascus
for Lebaoon on Satllf(!ay, October 16, to b<.-gin another
interesting and inspiring 'isit. During his fi"e.{\ay >isitlO
Lebaoon, tile follOl'ing ""ero imllOrtant higl\lighlS:

• A Luncheon at the Auberge, in Shtul'1l, l",hanon,
Saturday, October 16, hosted by MelropoliUIJ\
Spiridon orzahle and Bishop Niphon, the ~presen­

tati>-e of the Antiochian I'atriarchate in Moscow. At
night he wlls a guest at the home of Mrs. VIolet
Khalifc,

• Oil Sutlday, October 17, !lis Eminence 'isited his
brother r.'as.sif and his ni<Jce:s and nephews, in his
homelO\\l1, Shreen, Lebanon;

• On Monday, October HI, I1is Eminence and his
delegation visited the President of Lebanon,
General Emile Lahoud, at the Presidemial Palace,
Ilis ':minence expre:ssoo the congratulatiol1.'l and

the good "ishes of his S1liritual children in lite US
wthe President on the occasion of the extension of
his presidenlialterm, and his hope that the
President "ill continue to guide the count" in this
roosl- entk,,1 stage in the hislo'Y of l.cbanon and
the region. The discussion focused on the ~urity
Council Resolution 11559. l're<ident.1.ahoud
thanked Ilis Eminence for tile creati'-e role the
Arehdiool5e pla)'S in the po~tical life of the United
States ofAmerica. Later on, he visited with the
Deputy I'rime Minister, Mr, Issam Faris, who enjo)-s
a IJ"I!mendous reSllect b)' all political orientatiol1.'l
and parties in Lebanon;

• Monday nighlthere "-all a dinner at Le %<l! of
Beirut, hosted by Dr. GluLssan and Mayssam Skaff,
in honor of Metropolitan Pttilip, ",ith .'lI>me 100­
people, including many deputy members and
ministers, aoo tile media "'00 responded 10 thL<;
imitation. ll•. Skat( welcomed His Eminence and
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iii! delepiion, llIId Mr. Fuad
Ibboul, Edilor·1n-QIie( orAt­
...r~~
rioquent.b..... the
Metropolitan, IlOC julIl a sm.ple

hierarch, Iu a ea&ab~ ..110
brought the Anb-Ameriean«
wgether under his banner. In
response to both, MetlOjloliun
l'hilip thankt'([ his hosllllll1d the
audience and urged all the

Lebar!elle 10 be supporth" of
lheir &!"1'mmem and l'ft!Iidem
and to beI':Ome aeti>-e 'Mltking lOr
their toUIllly;

• OnT~, October 19, Hi!!;
r..inenoe and hi!!; deleption had
IWle'-' at. the home or the

fomoer President FJiM lllOlll
Hira."i, in the I..-nee 01
Metropolillln Splridon or lahle,
Bishop Niphor" IlIe Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr.I&'iaJ1l .'arls, and
former Deputy Foreign Minister,
Mr. Fuad Tur\<.I"resldent Hir.r...-i
l'falled tbe "1lnIl hospitality
'Aull "'lIII~ to him by
our YeQ'OpOIitan durin(l )I•.

Hira...i's 'isiI. to tbe United Sta1el;

I

k1pplOO,tronIll'ltl" L' VM1'PIlIlPCRthB ...;. ' ...._01_~.
I'Iw*l&I d Sl)oIo. Ill*m .... II lII!\Abd... tronI ... tl III JdI~. Fo .k:IlI(tI
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• On 1be:9dIy niPt. October 19, His F.mirIerlee and iii!~ auended I special ClOIlICft1 and dinner It nlla Audi,
IlOIsled ~ toll,)' and Ra)'IDOro:! Aud~ Bishop Siphon~ted May 'Ailh thed~ished"Saint 0l8a" medal, OIl behalC
or His lleatilUde AIeD II, Patrian:h or101_and all~ It "'lIII1 memorable l:Yenin& indeed:

• On 'kdnesday, O<:wber ro, 11lere WlIS a Luncl.elm at tile ArchdlOOO\le of Beinll heldqiWters, which lIrooght together
the Patriarch of Antioch, Ignatlus IV, Metropolitans Elias of Beirut, Elias of1i1])oli, and Goorge of ML l.ebanon, Dr. Elie
Salem, Presldem of the Uni\lH'!;ity of Llalamand, Dr. J~ph Ilazim, and Mr. Albert Laham, "ith Itis t;minenee
Metropolitan !'hllip and his delegation. It Wllll a flll'e\>'elll.uncheon, "ith "ishes for II wejoomey back honle:

I,

• 'The last "&uppet'" wasil. the home or Mike and l'oIa MuIl'arij, "llkh brought manr noubIe~ together. :Mike is the
brother 01 Archimandrite Rareelc Mulfarij, one of the candidaus to the oIIice ofa diocelan bMop 01 our Archdiocese;

• DuriJlll hillMrdayKayin Lebanon, IlJiI F...inence had a rtw-.nteQ'Ilith TV and the pre!!5.11e had a TV Inteniew
It :'\B.", W'ith IlOIl Adib Farha, on~, Ot&ober 18th. On TIlellday aMi-pap in1el\iew appearM In Al-Diwar neq.

~Mettopolilan PItilip1l'llll abo lntenieoo1'd OIl LBC'I~$(JmI, "ith the famous hostea Mae Shidd)......
TlIroIlghoJuI thete ilunieo<$, the lIledia .... iDten'Sted in the )lecropolitan's ,.... coto<a 'linS Ite!Iolution '1008, the
role of the AJ'Ib.AJnerican in the rortheomlng pteside"Ual tleo:Uon, the <!deI\$Ion (!~~'s term,



O,lt of Ihe lII(I!j{ diffICult and sensitil-e an:as lhal OIlr e1erg)' must deal "ith when
non·Orthodox attend the l)i>ioo l.iturgr is \be "closed chalice." TIlis refers \.0 lhe
leaching and prdCIice of the Orthodox Chureh worldwide that only Orthodox
Christian., may partake of the .~ueharist (or ''U1l' sacramenl for thaI tnatwr) at our
worship sel\ices. It is a simple COIlCl'pt., but olle lhal seems \.0 cause a 101of slrife.
There are two basil: I't!as<lns for this: I) "isilOTS from l'rotestant ,lcnominatioll'~
often used to open chalices where aJl)llne is allowed «) come to Con'munion, This
author has obBel\1.'d a l'rotcsIant chapel sel\ice where the paslor staled that Jesus
gll"" lIis Body and IlIood not to a denomination, 00110 Ilis disciples. Thus, al1)"OOO
who felt called 10 Ihe chalice was welcomed. YOII could be a ~lonnon, Calilolic,
Protestant, etc. and still come to communion at Ihis l'roleltant chape.l; 2) The
Roman Catholic Church (Latins, Melkites, and Marol\ites) teaches that, in a situa­
lion ..-he...., 00 Roman Catholic Church is presenl (unheard or in this CO\Jntry) aOlL/or
in cases ofextl't!lTle and dire emergency ..-here no Roman Catllolic Imelt is lI\"lIilable
(again, not likely in lllis COWltry), one can seek OIIt \be Orthodox ~ramenta if they
feel il is absolutely I\~ry, This has 1M to the. miSC()'lCeption among.~t Ihe Roman
Catholics that one can commune from the Orthodox chalice aI1),ime they ,isil an
Orthocka Christian Church. Let's quickly I't!mind ourselHlS ..-tl)' these examples are
incorrect and lhen elaborate a unique approach t(l explainins oor closed chalice to
the non-Qrthod()jt

~'ucharistic communion is an act of theological and ecclesiotogkal union,. Mal\)'
bisllops and priests ha\'Il ..litten on Ihis SIlbjed', and the >1LriOIIS amOOrs all say lhe
same thing: Bucharistil: oommunion is not the path to, but lhe (mil (If, the Orthodox
Church's ecumenical \I"Orir. For two church bodies t(l commune logether means that

l

ChriMian Zionism in the l!SA,
and the conCllrTIS that relat~ to
lhe questions or the self·n.tling
status or \be Antiol:hian
Archdiocese of North Ameril:a.

On Thursday, October 21st,
Metropolitan Philip and his
de~lion departed from lleirot
lntenlalional Airport, \\ith many
cherished memories and great
acromplishments. AI the VII'
1001llge, Metropolitan Elias or
Beirot, Metropolitan Spi"';''''n of
Za.hle, and Bishop Nipllon "'-ere
present, along ...ilh offICial'!,
ramily members, and friends. \\e
la",1o;(I at NFK that afI"nooon at

4:40 PM,

Throug»oo.l this historic trill,
the members of lhe delegation
thanked our belt".ed Metropolitan
ror his otlll;tanding leadership.
llley spared oolhing in IH'o·..iding
support \.0 iii'! ~~minenoo through­
out the jounlC)'. \\\llhank God ror
his leadership and pray that God
\lill granl him mall)' )-e1U'S.

lfY VEJIY REV. JOSE~ NlM'AS
~.Io«piI A01_;, p<Ul<!f" <l'SI.
0-,. Clwm\, 1k'Il.ltll,

Personal Integrity

Closed
the

alice


