




The Orthodox Church of
twenty-first century America
is destined to chart its own
course and shape its own
future, despite the obstacles.
We in the Antiochian
Archdiocese have reached the
point of no return. Our
Mother Church of Antioch is
very dear to us and we shall
continue to do everything
within our power to support
our beloved Patriarch in all
his endeavors. The founding
of the University of Balamand
by His Beatitude Patriarch
Ignatius IV is the greatest
event which has happened in
Antioch since the days of
Peter and Paul. This Special
Convention is a bright
moment in our history. Let us

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CLERGY listening to one of the lectures at the Clergy Symposium seize this moment and appeal
to our brothers and sisters of

other jurisdictions to emulate our example and seize the moment. In II Corinthians 5:17, St.
Paul said: "Therefore, if any man is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away,
behold the new has come." Today, I am overwhelmed by a sense of newness. This is a new era
and a new day. Without the steadfastness and unity of our people which was magnificently
demonstrated in Los Angeles and Miami, Florida, and by our hierarchs, clergy, Board of
Trustees, parish councils and faithful throughout North America, this new day could never have
been possible.

I would be remiss if I do not express my gratitude to the Archdiocesan department of legal
affairs, especially Chancellor Robert Koory and Chancellor Charles Ajalat, for reviewing our
constitution and proposing to us the necessary amendments. I also would like to thank our
hierarchical assistant, the Reverend Father George Kevorkian, and the Very Reverend Father
John Abdalah for organizing this special convention.

I do not want you to be under the illusion that our task has been completely accomplished;
we have just begun. The future of this Archdiocese is not fifty years from now; the future is now.
With the new structure of our Archdiocese, the new future bishops, chanceries, organizations
and departments, we have much to be done. We cannot waste time. Thus, our work begins now.
We must think and act, not only for the moment, but for generations to come.

In conclusion, I am reminded of the story of Marshall Lyautey, who once asked his gardener
to plant a tree. The gardener objected that the tree was slow to grow and would not reach matu­
rity for a hundred years. The Marshall replied, "In this case, there is no time to waste, plant
this morning." Today, in a world of fragmented Orthodoxy on this continent and abroad, we
have no time to waste; let us plant our trees this morning. Thank you.
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