
EDITORIAL 

THE ROAD TO ELF-RULE 

A S CIIILDKEN GKOIV ,\KD h1,Yl'URE. TFIEIK God With unity, as Xiltiochiail Orthodox. n e n ill con- 
parents slon ly aiid n ~sel j-  :illow the111 to rnnke tlr~ue to procl;tini the good nen s to Kortll .lmerica \T it11 
inore decisions (111 tlieir o\i 11. in  o rde r  to consistency. clarity and love ,is a urntcd ,lntiocl~ian 

enhance their abilities and prepare thein for the future Orthodox ,lrchdioccsc, our diocesan bishops \\ill con- 
, , llirough the nrious stages of their lives, the children tinue to lneet regularly w ~ t h  our l1etropolit:in. and as a 
learn i~llportant lessons in decision-making, with guid- local synod of bishops, they nil1 inake decisions. strate- 
ante, love, and support fro111 their parents But regard- gize and lead They mill be called upon to demonstrate 
less of the level of decision-makin? granted to thein, iraterlial love, manifesting for all the faitlif~~l the love 
these chil~lrcn never lose tlicir love, respect, and stro11g spohen of in the Gospel of Johii "By this shall all [me111 
co~incctio~i to their parents On the contrary, the chil- Itno\\ that you are 111y disciples, if you have love one to 
drcn's love and respect for their parents nill grov :IS another" ( 3  3.5) \Yithout such lovc, \ye are not the 
they collie to understand the a\\esome responsibilities Ghurch \Ylth such lovc, \Ye. tlze iai thf~~l ,  \\ill 1e:irii to 
that confront the111 in their li\ es Our Archdiocese ill hrinq Kortli ,\rnerica to 0 s t l i odo~~- .  
Nortll America is similar in many respects to the The  resolut ion t h a t  grants  self-rule to t h e  
gron th and maturity of childrerl \Ye have asked our ,lntiocliian Clrthodo~ Christian Xrchdiocese of North 
mother, the Church of ,lntioch, tor pcr~nission to ~nalrc Xmeric:~ outlii~es the procedure for the clcctioii of the 
important decisions on our onn,  and she has granted hletropolitan and the diocesan hishops For diocesan 
this ~ e r i ~ ~ i s s i ~ ~ i  bishops, the (;enera1 ,Isscmbly of tlic .\rchdiocese shall 

By tlie grace of God. I\ it11 the unfalliiiq leadership of nominate three candidates. The Patrial-ch of Xiltioeh 
lletropolitan Philip. through the hard 11 orli and ilili- shall appoint t\\ o or three 1lletropo1it:iiis to serve i s  lth 
gence of the faithful people of this Archdiocese, and our hIctropo1it:ln and 1oc:tl synod of bishops to elect 
nit11 the love, respect and support froln the ~nemhers of d~ocesaii I-tishops The Sletropolitan of Sort11 ,lmerica 
tlie IIoly Synod of ,lntioch. this ,lrclid~ocesc has been 11 ill. of course. chair this local s\-nod The Slctropolit:~~~. 
granted self-rule status Becaubc of this liistoric deci- :i patriai-cllal delegate and the mcmbcrs ot the local 
sion, our lletropolit:ti~. our diocesan bishops, our clerqy synod nill cilthroile and consecr:ite the diocesan bish- 
:ind our faithful are all called to a higher level of ops iii North ,lmerica. The lletropolitan Primate shall 
responsibility \Ye are called to leadership \Ye are be non~in:tted according to the coilstitution of the 
called to action \Ye are called to do the work of the Church of Xntioch and the coilstitution and bv-lans of 
(;hurch in Xorth ,Imerica the Archdiocese Three noininees for the office of 

Tl iesy~iodal resolu t io~~reco~nizes these l f - ru leof  h l e t r o p o l i t a i ~ s l ~ a l l b e s e ~ i t t o t h e I I o l y S ~ - n o c i o t  
t h e  North X i ~ l e r i c a ~ i  X i ~ t i o c h i a n  ,Intioch. \tho \\ill elect oiie of- the111 The 
Xrchdiocese. C:ooperatioii b e t \ \ e e i ~  the + llctropolitan Primate shall be a member of 
1ii:iny Orthodox jurisdictions in Korth EDlTORIAL the Holy Synod of the Patriarchate as nell 
.linerica has sometimes been difficult BY as of the local synod of this ,lrchdioecae 
because of world politics or foreign agen- Bishops of the local synod have the 
das \Ye need to care first for our Orthociox I? right to appeal to the Patriarch of iotiocli 
people Once our own house is in order. Fie Abdaluh and the Holy Synod in matters of hierar- 
can better senre  those n h o  are not yet + chieal discipline They may also he called 
Orthodox i11 North America I pray that the upoil t o  a t t end  some  gatherings of 
other ancient patriarchates will try to understand the Xnt~ochian bishops that may be callecl troll1 time to 
real situation in North ,Imerica, arid follow tlie coura- time by the Patriarch. Llecis~ons of the Holy Synod coil- 
geous lead of the Holy Synod of Xnt~ocli to grant similar cerning matters of doctrine, liturgy. sacrailients aiid 
status to our sister Cl~urches, for the good of all the relations with autocephalous Orthodox Churches, and 
Churches on the North American continent. ecumenical policy nit11 regard to other Christian and 

The synodal resolution recognizes the strong unity non-Christian bodies mill be binding on the self-rulinri, 
of this ,irchdiocese. This unity \\Tithin our Xrchdiocese ,\ntiochian Orthodox Christian Xrchdiocese of Sort11 
1s the unity expressed by the faithful. upheld by our America. 
lletropolitaii, nffirined by the I-Ioly Synod of ,Intioch, The resolut io~~ maintains our ,\ntioch~an Orthodox 
and sealed by the Holy Spirit God established one identity, our unity \vith Xntioch, and our unity nithin 
Church in the body of Christ. This Church has but one our Xrchdiocese It :illo\\s us the freedom me need to 
head, Jesus Christ, and one Spirit. the Holy Spirit of nark \\ith our sister Orthodox jurisdictioils, take care 
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of our local dioceses, choose the candidates from lletropolita11 Philip and the  members of the I-loly 
among \\horn our bishops will he elected, meet the Sy~lod.  May God bless Sayidna Philip and our Holy 
needs of tlle local parishes and respond to our parish leadership to continue to serve this God-protected 
rnemhers. It also offers us a united Xntiochian voice Alrcl~diocese \Yith our hletropolitan and diocesan bish- 
nith \vllich to speak to North America. This resolution ops, surrounded by colllpetent clergy and faitlif~~l peo- 
of the Holy Synod of Xntioch is all that I prayed for and ple in each of the parishes, the child will continue to 
more. This resol~itioii reflects thc vision and genius of grow and mature for the glory of God. 

i Of North America i 1 RESOLUTION OF THANKSGIVING 
KHEREAS. our beloved Primate, l le tropoli ta~~ Philip, by the Grace of God has returiled safely from his 

trip to Dainascus ~vhere he attended the historic meeting of the Holy Synod of Xntioch; 
, K D  \\'IIERE,\S, after prayerf~il discussion and deliberation, the Holy Synod of Xntioch, under thc lead- 

ership and wisdom of our Father in Christ. His Beatitude Ignatius 11: Patriarch of Xntioch and A11 the East, 
voted unanimously to grant self-rule to thc Xntiochian Orthodox Christian .irchdiocese of Korth America; 

,LVD \\'IIERE,IS, by their action and wisdom, the members of the Holy Synod of LIsltioch ha\ e affirmed 
the need for this .lrchdiocese of North Llmerica to nlalre iniportant decisions in the life of this A\rchdiocese 
such that it may stand as a beacon of hope sloiv and in the ftlture: 

,W1) \YIIERE,IS this ,lrclidioccse has the mission to nitness to the rich spiritual heritage and tradition 
that emanates frorn Xntioch rvliere "the Disciples were first called Christians" (Alcts 11:26), whic11 tradition 
transceilds political and geographic boundaries asid is not limited to one ethnic, cultural or demographic 
group, since in Christ there are no divisions rleitlrer ",Je\\ nor Greelr. Male or Female;" 

,-\n-D WI-lERE,\S under the leadership of His Beatitude Patriarch Ignatius and inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
the l-loly Synod of' Xntioch voted unanimously to grant self-i-ule to the Archdiocese of Sort11 America, thereby 
maintaining the unity of the Church of Xntioch, nrhicli unity is of the greatest importance to .lntiochian 
Christians, whether they live in the hlotherland, North Llmerica, or throughout tlle \vorld. which unity has 
heen transmitted to us by the I-loly Scripture, Holy 'hadition. and Holy Canons, and manifested in the Holy 
Eucharist; 

LLY1) \\'HEREAS by this action, IIis Beatitude Patriarch Ignatius I\- has sho\\711 his great lot e and under- 
standing for his spiritual childre~l in North ll~nerica; 

Lml) \\'HEREAS. by this action. IIis Beatitude Patriarch Igi~atius I\' has sho\vn his great love and respect 
for our beloved Primate and Father in Christ. Metropolitan Philip, 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the ,\sitiocliian Orthodox C:hristian 
Archdiocese of Korth *lmerica. at its duly convened meeting in Toledo. Ohio on November 1. 2003 declares its 
most hcartielt thanks to Almighty God and to our beloved Father in Christ, His Beatitude Ignatius I\-, 
Patriarch of ,I~ltioch and .Ill the East, for the blcssii~gs and love bestoived upon the L l ~ l t i o c h i a ~ ~  Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North Xmcrica, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this same Board of Trustees at its same nleeting in Tolcdo, Ohio, 
declares its most heartfelt appreciation to the rneixbers of the IIoly Synod of Xntiocli under the leadership of 
His Beatitude Patriarch Ignatius I\-, for the blessirlgs and love bestowed upon the L\n t iochia~~ Orthodox 
Christian ,lrchdiocese of Sort11 Llmerica. 

;\1A'I' GOD GRWT OVK RELOLIED F'I'lTHEIX IX CHRIST. HIS RE,ZTITI'DE 
PA2TRI,ZKCH IGNATII'S I\', Rl,.L\7', R L I W  YEARS!! 
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