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B y  VERY REV. JOSEPH ANTYPAS 

" A l ~ z  enterprise heq~rn in p7-c0,er 
cn?tizoc be r l?~ytl~~ltr :  hlit s u e c c ~ ~ s j ~ i l  
- hccilrisc zt is begritr u l t h  lo.i.e, 
hopc. ~lllcl~firlth." 

.I Elchaninov 

T HI3 LIONTH OF OCTOBER 
2003 ~vill be ~liacril~ed in tlie 
hi5tos-y of t he  AA~i t ioc l~ ian  

Oi-thodox Xrc l~diocese  of Sort11 
,Inlerlc:l as a great lilstorlc time For 
i t  \ \us  on T11ursd:iy. October  9. 
0 0 3 ,  that the IIoly S?nod of the 
C'nurch of Xiltiocll \ oted unanl-  
mously to grant  self-rule to t he  
,irchdioccse This liistorlc decisioil 
beg:ln in prayer  d u r ~ n g  tlle 1,os 
,\i~qeles .Ircllcliocesan Conveiltion 
111 July. 2001. ; ~ n d  n ar folio\\ cd by a 
decl;lratio11 of a Synodal d e c ~ s ~ o n  in 
.iune ot 2003. In Sol ember of 2002, 
the Geneva clocument ivas formu1:it- 
ecl, later r:~tificd. and un;tniinously 
accepted  by the  SIiarn~ Genera l  
.\ssenibly in .July. 2003 This docu- 
ment generated rnucl~ iilteiise dis- 
cussion ;~nd  after trio long clays of 
deliberations. tlzc IIoly Synod LIII:I~I- 
mously authorized a Synodal  
Resolution and granted self-rule to 
the AIntiochi:tn Orthoctox L\rcl~dio- 
cese of Sorth Xinerica This llistoric 
resolut iou came  to express  t h e  
hopes  t111d expectat ioi ls  of ou r  
belo\ cd lletropolitan, our auxiliary 
bishops, the clerg~- and thc people of 
our God-protected Archdiocese 

r 7 1 his is hon the l~istoric trip began. 
On n'ednesday. October 1. 2003, 

His Emine~lce tooh off with the dele- 
gation to a t tend  the Holy Synod 
meeting in Damasctls. Syria The 
\Bry Rev Fr. Joseph ,Intypas, L)r 
Gcorge Farha, and Mr. Faw aL El- 
I<houry accompailied liim. L\ftcr a 
short stay in London, England. IIis 

E n ~ i i i c ~ l c e  and t11c de1eg:ttiou 
arri\ ed 111 I ie~rut  International Air- 
port on 'I'hursd:iy. Octohcr 2. 3003 
at 7 ,30 p 1-11, LIetropolitttn Spiriclon 
of Zahle, I-epresentatives of lliddle 
East .\irlines, and  some I ' r~cnds  
recei\ ctl hlrn 11 ;~ rmly  a t  the VIP 
Lounge From Beirut \\e traveled by 
car  to I)a~liascus Tlle I)amnscus 
S l ~ c r a t o n  became o t ~ r  resideilce 
~u i t i l  Saturda?., October 11,  2003 
Aleti-opolitans Elia of IIama and 
Georee of IIorlls ~ \ e l c o m e d  His 

u 

Bnliileilce at  the llotel 
Friday, October 3. IIis Eslliilc~lce 

r ecc i~ed  hletropolitail Elias of ' b r e  
and Sidorl Later t11;it day, he met 
wit11 His Beati tude Pat r ia rch  
Ignatius I\' a11 tlie :~uxiliary 
B~sllops His I<mincnce then llad 
another ineetitlg with the Patriarch 
in preparation ior t l ~ c  forthcoming 
IIoly Synod meeting. 

On Friday evcni~lg. His Erni~lence 
paid a T isit to the Jlonastery of Our 
I d ? -  of Saydilaya IIe had :i harm 
meeting nith the ne\v ,1bbess, Sister 
Christ ina.  and :ill the rlt111s EIis 
E~lliilence preseslted the 1lon:tstcry 
a cllccli in the aulount of S5,000 in 
lo\ ing memory ot' Katherine 'Ijar 
This nil1 become an  t ~ ~ i ~ i ~ ~ n l  gift, 
given to help thc monaster?- talie 
care of the needs of the orp11:ins and 
other charitable n-orli. IIis Err~inencc 
tisited the Shagl~oura, and toured 
the nluseuin, nhich cont:~ined seine 

very valuable manuscripts, religious 
articles, :ind priceless icons. This 
nlonastery \\ as built in the sixth cen- 
tury It has become a national sl-~rirle 
for thousaiids of pilgrims. who visit 
to receive healing and blessi~lgs from 
the IIother of God. 

O n  Sunday,  October  5 ,  IIis 
Eminence and the members of the 

delegat ion a t t ended  the  I>i\ inc  
Liturgy at tllc Patriarchal ihthedi-;tl 
of the 1)ormitlon ot the Mother of 
God His Beatitude nelcosned our 
hIetropolitan and commented on t l ~ e  
position that His E~iliricrlce holds 111 

Kortli Xnlcricarl Ortliodoxy Folio\\ - 
~ r l g  the service. a sumptuous I~ail- 
cluct \\:IS given ill his honor at the 
F':~tn:lrchate MIS Einineilce n as sur- 
rouncled by the  l o \ e  and care of 
many hierarchs and individuals. 
includiilg a promineilt dentist. I>r 
ii:lmal Richet. \\ ho helped Saycdna 
\\ ~ t l l  some dental needs Sundaj  
~uglit. IIis Eminence met some very 
important offici:tls i ~ i  the Syrian gov- 
e rnmen  t .  n 110 apprec ia ted  the  
llctropolitan's religious. \piritual, 
nior:~l, and humarl impact on the 
9orth ,lrncrican continent 

h1ond;ly. Octobei- 6 \\as the day of 
prcp:lration for t he  tloly Synod 
mee t ine  T h e  l l e t r o p o l ~ t a n s  of 
Trlpoli. Baghdad, ,\ustralia, H:lmn, 
IIoms. Zahle, Bralil, :lnd many 0th- 
crs came to \velcome hinl The high- 
light of the e ~ ~ e n i n g  \\as the presen- 
tation of the holy rclics of the Sen  
Saint  Raphael  of Broolilyil t o  a 
monh, D:tt id ,I1 Hamatouri, a 111e111- 
ber of tlle Monastery of Our Lady of 
Hamntoura. under tlle direction of 
Xrchima~ldrite F'aridcleirnon Farah 

The meeting of tbc IIoly Synocl 
tooli place Tuesday, October  7 .  
presided oIrer by His Beat i tude  
Patriarch Ignatius ,111 Lletropoli- 
tans. auxiliary Bishops. and mem- 
bers  of t h e  Genevtt C:ornbined 
Coinrnittee \I ere in\ ited to partici- 
pate. Tno hletropolitans \\ere abseilt 
- hletropolit;i~i Gabriel Saliby of 
\Yestern Europe and lletropolitan 
Serjius of Chile After tlle prayer 
arid the chailti~lg of thc Pentecost 
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From the left: Father Joseph Antypas, Metropolitan Philip, President Bashar Al-Assad (Syria), Dr. George Farha, Mr. Fawaz El-Khoury 

Tropa r io i~  and  Kontaliion, t h e  
Patriarch \velcomed everyone and 
the agcnda was presented, with the 
topic of autonomy being placed at  
the top. His Ernincncc lletropolita11 
Philip was give11 the floor. He pre- 
sented a detailed analx~sis on the 
issue of .Iutonomy, starting fro111 the 
Los Xngeles Con\ eiltioil to the June. 
2 0 0 2  Synodal  dccisioiz. passing 
tl~rough the Gcncva meeting, and. 
finally, the o\~er\vhelming support 
\vhich the modified (;elleva clocu- 
mcilt had received a t  the  hliaizli 
Con\rention. Therc \vas a11 i i~tense 
discussioil on the topic of Autonomy 
during tllc first t\vo days of t he  
m c e t i n ~ .  Presentations \verc made 

L ,  

in comprelzensi\ e depth about the 
details oi the ne\v Resolution. Our 
beloved Pat r ia rch ,  hletropolitan 
George ol' l lount  Lebanon, hIctro- 
politan Elias of Beirut, hletropolitail 
Elia of I-Ian~a, and our on.11 hletro- 
politail Philip, discussect the issue in 
111ucl1 detail, canonical. ecclesiologi- 
cal, and sacrai7nental. On Thursday, 
October 9 ,  the  Holy Synod with 
much joy issued a resolution regard- 
ine the status of our Archdiocese. 
and  granted i t  "Self-ICule." This 
uilai~imous decision \vas follo\ved by 
a spont;meous in\.itation to stand up 
and chant in uilisoi~: ",lrise. 0 God, 

and judee the carth." This is a resur- 
rectional hymn, \\ hich is chanted on 
Holy and Great Saturday One could 
not help but  see the  tears of joy 
coilliilg out of many eyes 

It is to be noted that on T~icsday 
at 3 00 1-1 nl IIis Enlir~encc 2 n d  his 
delegation hacl a private audience 
n i t h  t he  President  of Syria, IIis 
Excellency, Dr Gashar XI-L\ssad. 
The President commented 011 the 
role our SIctropolitan plays in Xorth 
America ancl his support of just and 
civic causes that benefit our people 
in  Syria .  Lebanon,  I raq ,  anci 
Palestine 

There \vas a \videspread warnit11 
and satisfaction expressed by the 
Patriarch, bishops, and people n 110 
conlillented on  t h e  un i ty  o i  t he  
Church  of . lnt ioch This  \vas 
expressed in :I special testimouial 
banquet given by our hletropolitail 
,Irchbisl~op and his delegation, in 
hoilor of the Patriarch and all mcm- 
be r s  of t h e  IIoly Synod,  a t  t he  
Sheratoi l  IIotel His Eilrirlellce 
thanked the Patriarch for his leader- 
ship in steering the granting of "Self- 
R~ule," and the Patriarch emphasized 
the unity of the Church, \vhich \\ill 
continue to deepen and streilgthe~l 
its unity X faren'ell took place until 
the folio\\ inrj, \\'cdnesday. October 

15, \ vhc i~  the  Holy Synod \\ ould 
coil\ eile a t  the  Ualaimand Theo- 
logical Institute, Sort11 1,ebanon 

On Saturday, October 11, 2003, 
hletropolitai~ Philip and his delega- 
t ion  went  from Daillascus t o  
Lelxmon. He made a short stop at 
the ,4rchdiocese of Zahle, Lebanon, 
and visited the ne\l complex uizdev 
construction 1x1 the  prcseilce of 
many hierarchs and guests. includ- 
in$ his Excelle~lcy, Elins Forzley, 
\'ice Speaher  of t h e  I-Iousc of 
Parliament of Lebanon, hletropoli- 
tail Spiridoil \I elcoilled His 
E rn ine~ lce  a t  t he  .iuberge 
Restaurant in Chtura hletl-opolitan 
Spir idon thanked  hletropoli tan 
Plzilip for his hospitality during his 
recent visit to North ,Irncric:~. and 
otur lletropolitan spolie  g gain st "dis- 
torted and distortiilg rumors" con- 
cerning scparation froin the hlother 
Church. He emphasized that \ \e  are 
oile in the sallle Cup and one in the 
same Body, arid in humai~ity as nell, 
~ e c a l l i ~ i g  again the  \ fords  of IIis 
Beatitude that conciliarity ib from 
the IIoly Spirit. it is the \\ .~rli  :1nd 
the eifcctual operation of the Spirit 
oi God. I\ hich is in us. Follo~\ iilg the 
l~lnclzeon, \ \ e  contirl~ied towards 
Bei ru t ,  \ \ he re  \ \ e  s tayed  a t  t h e  
Phoenicia Intercontinental Hotel 
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r , I h e r e ,  SIr Philip i\: S:~ltb:t. 
Sa! ediia's nephe \ i .  joined on1 
dele, oatlon. 

Llunng the erltlre time of the 111s- 
tone trip. 111:ti1y ~ I - I L I I ~ S ,  especially 
rriemhers of the Llelcqation, accom- 
modated Sa\  edti:~ and 111, 'LC 1 c sure 
th:~t he n as talien care or iii el ely 
;i\pect 

On Suiidrty, October  1 2 .  IIis 
Eliimcnee p:tid a  sit t o  his hoiilc- 
to\\n, Shreen, and spent time \\it11 
his  b ro the r  Nassif. n ieces ,  and  
nephe\\ s The 1 isit \\:rs coiicludzd 
11y 3 d inne r  a t  the  iionle of 111s 
nephe\\, Kameel Cpoil I-eturning to 
fleirut, some frleilds, Drs (:hassail 
Sliaff arlct Kam;tl %:llika. paid him a 
I isit 

On hloncl:~y, October 13, at 11 30 
a 111 the Jletropolitan ,\rclibishop 
itnd his delegat ion t i s i t ed  the  
President of I,eb:ino~~, IIis Excellen- 
c\ Gener:il Enlile I , i~ l i~ud The dis- 
C L I S S ~ ~ I I  t ~ e ~ ~ s e d  on the role IIia 
Eminence  play5 in  the  North 
A \ ~ ~ ~ c r i e a n  continent in m;~iiitai~~iiig 
sound relations ctmong the immi- 
grant:, and the ties that should he 
\ti-etlgtbeiicd nirh their homeland 
The meeting and tlie private audi- 
ence he had \\ it11 the President \T ere 
truitf~il 

IIis Enlinenee held :I meet11:g :lt 

the Beirut ,\rclidioces;tn hcadcluar- 
tcr5 on Tuesdal-. October I 4  nit11 
the  c secu t i r e  Committee of t he  

IJniversit>- of Galanland, headed by 
its Presiclent. IIis Eacellency Elie 
Salein Ill-. Salem presented :I full 
:ind conlpie1lens1-r e report about the 
performance of the li~llvcrsity and 
~ t s  f':icultic\ Currently the Unii er- 
sit\' has 8 prograins. irlcluding c~lgi- 
neering. computer \cicnce, arts 8. 
science,  m e d i c ~ n z .  nursing.  ancl 
n i ed~c :~ l  rese:trch Tile university 
llas 64.5 faculty niernbers, :md soiile 
3700 students I t  ha\ become ;I cen- 
ter h r  re\earch in the fields of envi- 
ronment and Christ~an-1Iusli1 rela- 
tionh. and there are plans to create 
nen  schools The President dis- 
cusseel t h e  chal lenges tha t  this  
1 ibrzint I'ni\ e rs i ty  is ~ : I C I I I ~  

Enqineer Samir 1it1:iirallah present- 
ed a full report on the proeress of 
the det elopnlent of the University 
Campus. and c<)rnniented on the 
role the University plays in tlie Arab 
\\ orld ITis Erlliiicilce 1Ietropolitan 
Elias of Beirut inlitcd a11 attendees 
to a luncheon.  given in honor of 
11etropolit:in Philip, :lt his 11e:tdcluar- 
ters \Irords IT ere  exch:inged con- 
cerning tlie ovcrn helming joy over 
the spir~t  of h;rrnlony, qood I\ ill, :tnd 
coopera t ion  \vhich is becomirlg 
more  1 isible and  e ~ p e r i c n c e d  
Tuesc1:iy iiieht. a t  the .\u P r c m ~ e r  
l<cstaurant.  Llr Ghassai1 ancl his 
n ~ f c  llayssnm Shafl, 11cld a dinner in 
lionor of h1etropolitai-t Philip X 
group of notal~le friends. politician\, 

:ind dignitaries I\ ere present. 
nlednesday, October 15, the IIoly 

Synod contiiiucd its meeting at the 
Ealamand Inst i tute  of Theology. 
Follo\vin$ tlie rnori~ing session. an 
intervie\v \I as gilrell to a ~llajoi- TI' 
net\\ orli and nen spapers about the 
Net\ Resolution of Self-Rule. Fo1lon.- 
irlg the iiitcrvic\v. a luncheon was 
lield at the School of Tourism and 
Hotcl h lanagement ,  l iosted by 
President Elie Salein It \\a:, decided 
then, after n discussion bet\\~een the 
Patriarch and our hIctropolitan, that 
:r liaison office i~ou ld  be established 
to coordinate and esc l~ange  nens  
bet\vecn the Self-R~~led ,Irchdiocese 
and tlic Patriarchate I k d n c s d a y  
niqht. llilie & Yolla lluf~irrij invited a 
group of friends and hosted an ele- 
gant diiiner, including thc Jiinister 
of Environment and his wife, and 
the  famous movie producer.  I\Ir 
SIustafa ,\I-Xliliad, a longtime trierld 
of IIis Eminence. 

On Thursday niorning. October 
10, h[etropolitan Philip paid a spe- 
cial \isit to 1Irs T'iolette Iihalifc. the 
illother of our Trustee, l l r  \\'slid 
Iihalife oi Troy. llichigan. at  her  
home. Later that day. IIis Erllineilce 
lletropolitan Elias .Iude of Beirut 
qathei-ed the (;overnor of Beirut, 1Ir. 
E ~ c o u b  Sarraf ,  t he  S t .  George 
1Iospit:ll medical staff. nur\es. ;clid 
the administrative body. under tlie 
1e:idersliip of director Salam Rayess. 
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From the left: Father Joseph Antypas, Metropolitan Philip, President Emile Lahoud (Lebanor 
Mr. Philip N. Saliba, Mr. Joe Hanna 

to :l lu~lcheon, given at the hospital. 
in l l o~ lo r  of ,\letsopolitan Philip. 
Metropolitan Xude \velcomed His 
Eminence and his delegation, com- 
~ i l e ~ l t i ~ l g  011 \\hat transpired at  the 
I-Ioly Synod meeting. "\Ye feel the 
presence of God in this meeting," he 
said. "\Ye are sincerely anxious t11:it 
\ve do not \\ant any part to be sepa- 
rated 01- sc\rered fro111 the  body. 
Love \vas prese~it during the meet- 
ing? and it \\.as even coilf'irrlled as a 
sign of victory \\it11 chanting, adding 
a geiiui~le dime~lsior~ to our being " 
Xletropolitan Elias thanlied Sayedna 
Philip. reminding everyone that tlie 
hletropolitan Philip Heal-t Center is 
a constant re~uindei- of the love that 
he has for the hospital, and that the 
devil cannot o \ ~ e ~ p o \ \ ~ e r  i t  I-le ex- 
teiided a personal  i ~ l v i t a t i o ~ l  t o  
Sayedna Philip to be at the dedica- 
tion ceremony, p l a i l ~ ~ e d  in llpril, 
2004 In response, His Lmi~lence  
hletropolitan Philip affirmed that 
ivhatever talies place at St. George 
Hospital is from the heart and con- 
tent of the gospel of the mi~listry of 
heal in^. "Christ ian fcllo\vship," 
Sletropolitan Philip said, "is founded 
on love Love is limitless and lino\\ys 
110 bou~~daries .  St Georqe Hospital, 

under the lcadersli~p of hletropolita~l 
Eli;i\, IS a source of pride for thc 
Orthodox Church U7e constitute a 
Church not a denomi~lation, and I\ e 
always seek  t h a t  \\hie11 pleases 
God." Ile tlianbed all those \ tho 
continue to manifest the spirlt of 
lo\ e and sacrifice, n hich is the real 
credit that the hospital o\ves to all 
those t11:tt seek healing 

Thursday evening, IIis Emillelice 
receil-ed two priests fro111 the Arch- 
d~ocese of Beirut, \\ ho had received 
their  educa t io~ l  at St \'ladimis's 
Seminary, Fr Gaby Rara111 and Fr 
Philip Saed The discussio~l focused 
011 some pastoral issues the Churcll 
is facii~g 011 Thursday night a pri- 
vate di111ler was held at the t a l k  of 
His E~xcellency, former Minister of 
E11vironment, Sa~llir hlulilibel and 
his ~vife Joyce. 

Friday. October 1 7  \\as a quiet 
day His Emi~ience had a meeting 
n i t h  h11- Slohammad Lil-Safadi, a 
~ ~ l e r l l b e r  of t he  Lebanese P arlia- 
ment. Hc also met nith fa~uily mem- 
bers. (111 Saturday, Octol3er 18. \ \e  
took off a t  8 00 a 1x1 f i-o~n B e ~ r u t  
International Airport to London. 
E~lgland At the YIP Lounge, hletro- 
politan Elias of Beirut, the 1)irector 

,), Dr. George Farha, Mr. Fawaz El-Khoury, 

of tlie St George Hospital, ,\Is Emile 
R:rhbany of St George 1Iospit:il. and 
some f r~ends  a11d family members 
hid us farenell. \Ye arri\,ed at the 
.\rchdiocese I-Ieadquarters a rou~id  
6.30 p rn This enterprise, nhicli  
started i11 prayer. ended in prayer at 
tlie St John Chrysostom Chapel at 
ou r  L l r c l ~ d i o c e s e  Headquar ters .  
thanliin$ God for our safety and for 
a stlccessful mission. hich started 
nith love, hope and faith, and nhicll 
\\ill prepare our Lln t ioc l i ia~~ .\sell- 
diocese, under the spirittlal lcader- 
ship of hletropolita~~ Philip, to move 
iron1 glory to glory, in His name 

\Ye. the llle~llbers of the delega- 
tion, are indeed fortttnate to haye 
acco~llpanied our Primate on this 
histoi-ic journey, and to have wit- 
nessed his no rk  done n i t h  escel- 
lence for the unity of the Self-Ruled 
Xrclldlocese For us, it na s  our plea- 
sure to support IIis E m i ~ ~ e n c e  to 
achieve this result n'e \\ itnessed 
the birth of a child, tvhich n ill soo11 
gro\v up and 1eal.e its impact and 
legacy 011 the Cl~urcl i  of the 31st 
century in the North Xnlerican con- 
tinent 


